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Tools For Authors and Platform Builders 

Provided by Daniel Decker of www.HigherLevelGroup.com and 
www.AuthorPlatformSummit.com  

Some of the tools below are free while others are paid resources. Some of the links 
below are also affiliate links. If you purchase through them, we might earn a commission 
(thank you) at no additional cost to you. Please note that these are resources, tools, 
etc., that we’ve either used in the past, or continue to use now; or come from helpful 
companies or individuals that we know and trust… That’s why we’re listing them here 
for you!  

PLATFORM BUILDING TOOLBOX 

 

Web Hosting & Support 

Bluehost: Need help hosting a blog or website? For as low as 
$3.95, you can get set up on Bluehost. Bluehost is one of the 
leading web hosts on the Internet, and they offer 24/7 
customer service. They also help you register a domain and install WordPress, and you 
can get set up in minutes.  

WordPress Service Squad: If you have a WordPress site / blog and need help in any 
way, from small fixes to bigger needs… WP Service Squad is a great trustworthy 
solution. 

 

Courses & Communities 

Platform University: Michael Hyatt’s Platform University is by far one of the best 
communities for platform builders to join! 

 

Blogging 

WordPress: This is the free blogging software that we use and recommend. It’s the 
best. Best of all, it’s FREE! That link will take you to the Bluehost page where you can 
get a self-hosted blog set up.  

http://www.authorplatformsummit.com/
http://www.higherlevelgroup.com/
http://www.higherlevelgroup.com/
http://www.authorplatformsummit.com/
http://www.bluehost.com/track/higherlevelgroup
http://wpservicesquad.com/
http://platformuniversity.com/
http://www.bluehost.com/track/higherlevelgroup/?page=wordpress
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Principle Design: If you need help getting your WordPress site off the group or 
customized to look awesome, Principle Design can help.  

Compfight: This is the resource I use every day to illustrate my blog posts with beautiful 
photos that don’t cost me a dime.  

How to Launch a Self-Hosted WordPress Blog in 20 Minutes or Less: A great guide 
from Michael Hyatt.  

The Complete Step-by-Step Guide to Launching Your Own Blog: This free guide will 
teach you everything you need to know to launch a blog. 

 

Membership Sites & Generating Passive Income 

Wishlist Member: One of the best and easiest membership site solutions out there. 
Integrates with WordPress easy.  

SmartPassiveIncome.com: Love Pat Flynn’s knowledge and how he shares it on his 
site. If you don’t subscribe to his site and podcast yet, you should. Tons of ideas to help 
you monetize.  

Get Paid Daily: My friend Casey Graham is behind this one. Casey is fastly become the 
go-to guy in this area. He has created millions in recurring revenue via membership 
sites and will show you how as well. 

 

Social Media 

I’ll be eventually providing additional support and training for authors / platform builders 
in this area but in the interim, check out the resources of Amy Porterfield and Jon 
Loomer.  

As far as social media management goes, Hootsuite and Tweetdeck are what I use. 

 

Writing 

You Are a Writer (So Start Acting Like One): This best-selling eBook by Jeff Goins 
offers practical tips and inspiration for how you can start living the dream and become a 
real writer by believing you already one.  

http://www.authorplatformsummit.com/
http://www.higherlevelgroup.com/
http://www.principledesign.com/
http://compfight.com/
http://michaelhyatt.com/ez-wordpress-setup.html
http://goinswriter.com/launch-blog/
http://go.wishlistproducts.com/?p=danieldhlg&w=wlm
http://www.smartpassiveincome.com/
http://www.caseygraham.com/getpaiddailycourse/
http://www.amyporterfield.com/
http://www.jonloomer.com/
http://www.jonloomer.com/
http://www.hootsuite.com/
https://about.twitter.com/products/tweetdeck
http://youareawriter.com/
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Bird by Bird: Anne Lamott has a wonderfully unique and frank way of describing life, 
faith, and writing. This book is worth it if for no other reason than it helps you 
understand that every first draft is terrible. The job of a writer is to keep going.  

The War of Art: Quite simply, this book is a must-read for any aspiring writer.  

On Writing Well: This writing classic is a must-read for any aspiring author who wants to 
write nonfiction.  

On Writing: This more contemporary approach to writing by Stephen King is essential 
for anyone who wants to be a novelist or writer of fiction. 

 

Email Marketing & List Building 

Mailchimp: Super easy to use and free for the first 2000 subscribers. Ideal for writers 
and artists who just want to share their art.  

Aweber: Similar to Mailchimp. Easy to use.  

Infusionsoft: The most robust solution there is. It’s like the Ferrari of email, shopping 
cart, and customer management all into one. This is a solution usually best for the more 
advanced user.  

LeadPages: One of the best solutions out there to help you capture leads (email 
addresses). You can easily create landing pages, webinar registration pages, etc that 
work seamlessly online and can integrate with Facebook.  

Optin Monster: A Great solution to help you add effective email optin boxes to your 
website. 

 

Online Shopping Carts & Product Distribution 
Systems 

E-Junkie: Easy-to-use online shopping cart. Great for selling eBooks and other simple 
products. Super cheap and has an easy-to-use affiliate program to help sell other 
people’s stuff.  

Paypal: Basically an online bank account that makes it easy for you to receive 
payments.  

http://www.authorplatformsummit.com/
http://www.higherlevelgroup.com/
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0385480016/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=0385480016&linkCode=as2&tag=hlg-20&linkId=LVEOQW7EJK37T2Y6
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1590710037/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=1590710037&linkCode=as2&tag=hlg-20&linkId=7SE3QPQVJGAGL2MM
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0060891548/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=0060891548&linkCode=as2&tag=hlg-20&linkId=ZQLOFNHO65SPNH7O
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1439193630/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=1439193630&linkCode=as2&tag=hlg-20&linkId=QQCHYNFIQNK5UYEW
http://mailchimp.com/
http://www.aweber.com/
http://www.infusionsoft.com/
http://link.leadpages.net/aff_c?offer_id=6&aff_id=5911
http://www.shareasale.com/r.cfm?b=601672&u=951423&m=49337&urllink=&afftrack=
http://www.e-junkie.com/
http://www.paypal.com/
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MoonClerk: You’re just 5 minutes away from accepting recurring payments and one-
time payments online. Explore for Free. No credit card required.  

Gumroad: Another great, simple online cart to sell digital products.  

1ShoppingCart: A fairly simple cart to use for e-products and physical products. 

 

Webinars & Teleseminars 

GoToWebinar: What most of the pros use for hosting webinars.  

Instant Teleseminar: Webinars are effective but so are teleseminars. I love them. Easy 
to implement, low tech (so less support issues) and can be done fast! Instant 
Teleseminar is what I use.  

LeadPages: You can easily create landing pages, webinar registration pages, etc that 
work seamlessly online and can integrate with Facebook. 

 

Marketing 

Permission Marketing: Seth Godin is renowned for turning traditional business thinking 
on its head. In his classic, Permission Marketing, he puts the customers, not the 
marketers, in control of how products are advertised. It’s a classic.  

Platform: Michael Hyatt tells you exactly how to build a powerful platform that will get 
you heard in today’s noisy world.  

Internet Marketing for Smart People: This free course from Copyblogger is all you need 
to learn how to start marketing your stuff online. 

 

Publishing 

Get Published: A 21-part audio course on becoming an author. This program from my 
friend Michael Hyatt is one of the most thorough guides to publishing I’ve ever seen. I 
highly recommend it!  

The Unconventional Guide to How to Publish Your Book: In this guide, Chris Guillebeau 
shows you how to get a book, self-publish your work, or do both. For anyone who’s ever 
dreamed the dream of publishing a book, this is a great resource.  

http://www.authorplatformsummit.com/
http://www.higherlevelgroup.com/
http://www.moonclerk.com/
https://gumroad.com/
http://1shoppingcart.com/
http://www.citrix.com/products/gotowebinar/overview.html
http://instantteleseminar.com/ProductInfo/?x=2539528
http://link.leadpages.net/aff_c?offer_id=6&aff_id=5911
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0684856360/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=0684856360&linkCode=as2&tag=hlg-20&linkId=OK64ZT7ZGN5M434X
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/159555503X/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=159555503X&linkCode=as2&tag=hlg-20&linkId=5CX3YIDCORIZPRKT
http://www.copyblogger.com/imfsp/
http://michaelhyatt.com/getpublished
http://unconventionalguides.com/publishing.htm
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Writing a Winning Book Proposal: Publishing veteran Michael Hyatt walks you through 
the process of crafting a great proposal for your book (whether it’s a novel or the next 
nonfiction best seller). 

 

Virtual Assistants & Outsourcing 

Virtual Freedom: The complete guide on how you can use virtual assistants to help you 
grow and thrive!  

Virtual Staff Finder – A great virtual assistant match-making company (run by Chris 
Ducker) that has helped thousands of entrepreneurs and businesses bring calm to the 
outsourcing chaos, by finding them the best Filipino VA’s in the country. If you’re looking 
for a part-time, or full-time virtual assistant solution, this is where you need to go.  

Fiverr, Elance and Odesk – Never outsourced tasks before? Start on one of these sites 
and then look for a more permanent solution, such as the aforementioned Virtual Staff 
Finder, when you’re ready to take it to the next level. 

 

Design 

I suggest finding a freelance designer who you can use on a regular basis to help you 
with graphics, print design, web, etc. Helps to create consistency with your brand. You 
can find freelancers on Elance or by asking people you know who they use. Beyond 
that, you can also use services like below for needs as well.  

99Designs – Marketplace for graphic design, including logo design, web design and 
other design contests.  

Crowd Spring: An alternative to 99Designs 

 

Online Video Software & Services 

Splasheo – Want a cool video intro, outro or lower-third animation for your video? This 
is the service to get your videos look ‘pro’ for very little investment.  

Screenflow – Editing software you can use to get your videos online. It’s only available 
on the Mac, but is so simple to use.  

http://www.authorplatformsummit.com/
http://www.higherlevelgroup.com/
http://michaelhyatt.com/writing-a-winning-book-proposal
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1939529743/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=1939529743&linkCode=as2&tag=hlg-20&linkId=NUZ5T4YVVA7CXQY4
http://www.chrisducker.com/cdvsf
http://fiverr.com/
http://www.elance.com/
http://www.odesk.com/
http://99designs.com/
http://www.crowdspring.com/
http://www.splasheo.com/
http://www.telestream.net/screen-flow/
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Camtasia: Gives you the tools you need to record on-screen activity, edit and enhance 
your content, and share in high-quality to viewers anywhere. (PC) 

 

Podcasting 

Podcast Answer Man: Check out the resources by Cliff Ravenscraft. He’s one of the go-
to guys for podcasting expertise.  

Blue Nessie Mic: If you aren’t ready to go super-pro yet, I suggest starting with the Blue 
Nessie microphone. It’s what I use and I love it. Simple and easy to use + low cost. 

 

Productivity 

Dropbox – The quickest, easiest and most reliable way to share documents (written, 
photos, audio and video files) with your virtual assistants and co-online buddies and 
partners. I seriously use this thing almost hourly during my work day!  

Evernote – Great note collector that can help you become super productive. Available 
on the web, iPad, iPhone and everywhere else where you need to make a note, clip 
something to read later and then move on. I love this thing. Read how Michael Hyatt 
uses Evernote to stay super productive. 

 

http://www.authorplatformsummit.com/
http://www.higherlevelgroup.com/
http://www.techsmith.com/camtasia.html
http://podcastanswerman.com/
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B00BUIA362/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=B00BUIA362&linkCode=as2&tag=hlg-20&linkId=YN7X3YQIJ2MWQB5X
https://db.tt/PvObc1qM
https://evernote.com/
http://michaelhyatt.com/tag/evernote
http://michaelhyatt.com/tag/evernote

